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Statement of 
Rex Jakobovits, PhD 

President, Experiad Solutions 
before the 

Senate Committee on Ways and Means 
 

Friday, February 28, 2020 
11:05 a.m. 

State Capitol, Conference Room 211 
 

In consideration of 
SB2500 

  RELATING TO HAWAII TECHNOLOGY DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION 
 

Chair Dela Cruz, Vice Chair Keith-Agaran, and Members of the Committee 
on Ways and Means.  
 

Experiad supports SB2500 that appropriates funds to the Hawaii 
Technology Development Corporation for the Small Business Innovation 
Research Program, Manufacturing Assistance Program, and Excelerator 
(Accelerator) Program.  Our startup in Honolulu has raised $5M in federal SBIR 
grants from the National Institutes of Health.  We are developing software that 
will change how autism treatment is performed. I am a Kalani grad who went on 
to earn a PhD in computer science.  Thanks in part to HTDC’s matching SBIR 
program, I am happy to be back home now, winning millions of federal dollars to 
build a company that will ultimately create many local high-tech jobs.  

 
During critical stages of our development effort, we received matching 

HISBIR funds from HTDC.  The HISBIR matching funds were critical to 
helping us expand our team and meet the goals of our research.  The 
HISBIR program was directly responsible for us bringing in our 2nd $1.8M 
Phase II award. To date, the majority of our expended funds have been spent on 
employees in Hawaii.  This is direct, compelling evidence that dollars invested in 
HISBIR matching funds attract large amounts of federal dollars in return to the 
state, which is seeding a sustainable business that will ultimately lead to an 
expansion of our local workforce for years to come. 

 
Mahalo for the opportunity to offer these comments, 
 
 
Rex Jakobovits, PhD 

EXPERIAD

1%ñ@



Written Statement of 
Brittany Heyd 

Partner 
Mana Up  
before the 

Senate Committee on Ways and Means 
Friday, Feb. 28, 2020 

11:05 a.m. 
State Capitol, Conference Room 211 

In consideration of 
SB 2500 

  RELATING TO THE HAWAII TECHNOLOGY DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION. 

Chair Deal Cruz, Vice Chair Keith-Agaran, and Members of the Committee, 

Mana Up supports SB 3005 , which provides an appropriation for HawaiÕi to continue 

promoting the economic health and diversification of workforce opportunities in the State via 

HTDC and its small business innovation research program, manufacturing assistance program 

(MAP) and grants, and excelerator program. 

As the Legislature is aware, it is becoming more and more important for Hawaii to 

diversify its economy, as our over-reliance on tourism engenders a vulnerability for our citizensÕ 

livelihoods. While tourism is seemingly booming and the unemployment rate is low in Hawaii, a 

recent report by Hawaii Community Foundation said that 69% of Hawaii adults are struggling 

financially.  Locals are working multiple jobs, living in extended households, borrowing from 

friends and family, or living off of savings or credit.  If this is the status of our people during good 

economic times, what does that mean when a global or national recession takes place?   

Along with other accelerators in the state, Mana Up tackles this problem with 

entrepreneurship and mentorship, which allows us to build long-term valuable companies based 

in Hawaii, creating uncapped wealth potential for locals and well-paying jobs. The growth of 

every company who participates in these accelerators engenders additional employees and 

revenues directly to the local economy. In the last 2 years, 41 companies who participated in the 

Mana Up Accelerator contributed an estimated $35 million in annual revenue and 300 jobs to 

the State of Hawaii. The 41 companies also show diversified leadership, including 18 Native 

Hawaiian founders, and 22 female founders.   



The HTDC funding we and some of our companies have received over the past year 

have allowed us to support these operations while we solidify revenue structures that support 

our programs long term, as well as relieved the financial burden on some of our companies as 

they scale - many with blooming manufacturing/e-commerce business models. As such, HTDC 

should continue to receive emphatic support. 

Thank you for the opportunity to offer these comments.





Statement of 
Kelsey Amos 
Co-Founder 

Purple Mai!a Foundation 
before the 

Senate Committee on Ways and Means 

Friday, February 28, 2020 
11:05 a.m. 

State Capitol, Conference Room 211 

In consideration of 
SB2500 

  RELATING TO THE HAWAII TECHNOLOGY DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION 

Chair Dela Cruz, Vice Chair Keith-Agaran, and Members of the Committee on Ways and 
Means.  

Purple Mai!a Foundation supports SB2500 that appropriates funds to the Hawaii 
Technology Development Corporation for the Small Business Innovation Research Program, 
Manufacturing Assistance Program, and Excelerator (Accelerator) Program. 

The Purple Mai!a FoundationÕs mission is to educate and empower the next generation of 
culturally-grounded, community-serving tech makers and problem solvers. Our program, the 

Purple Prize is an accelerator program that empowers the people of Hawai!i to create impactful 
technology startups that are truly rooted in Hawaiian values. To date we have helped over 40 
teams ideate innovative products and aided in the creation and/or growth of over a dozen 
companies. The funds appropriated by this bill supports accelerator programs like ours to 
continue to catalyze innovation and to advance and increase the number of innovative companies 
in the state of Hawai!i. 

  
Thank you for the opportunity to offer these comments. 

         Sincerely, 

         Kelsey Amos 
         Co-Founder,  
         Purple Mai!a Foundation
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Forest Frizzell Testifying for Shifted 
Energy  
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Comments:  

Statement of 
Forest Frizzell 
CEO 
Shifted Energy 
before the Senate Committee on Ways and Means 

Friday, February 28, 2020 
11:05 a.m. State Capitol, Conference Room 211 

In consideration of 
SB2500 RELATING TO HAWAII TECHNOLOGY DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION 

Chair Dela Cruz, Vice Chair Keith-Agaran, and Members of the Committee on Ways 
and Means.  

Shifted Energy supports SB2500 that appropriates funds to the Hawaii Technology 
Development Corporation for the Small Business Innovation Research Program, 
Manufacturing Assistance Program, and Excelerator (Accelerator) Program. 

Shifted Energy is founded and incubated in Hawaii. We have benefited tremendously 
from our time with Elemental Excelerator and now as a tenant of the Entrepreneurs 
Sandbox. We  
  
Mahalo for supporting innovation in Hawaii. 

Forest Frizzell 
CEO 
Shifted Energy  
  

 



HAWAII FISH COMPANY  INC.  
Established 1978  

P. O. Box 740                                     City Bank TIGR Award 2000- Aquaculture  
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Cellular: 808-429-3147, 429-3187                                       Tibbitts Award, SBIR Hall of Fame 2000 
E-mail: hawaiifish@gmail.com                       Certificate of Congressional Recognition                          

 

February 26, 2020 

COMMITTEE ON WAYS AND MEANS 

Senator Donovan M. Dela Cruz, Chair 
Senator Gilbert S.C. Keith-Agaran, Vice Chair 

 
Re: SB 2500 RELATING TO HAWAII TECHNOLOGY DEVELOPMENT 
CORPORATION. 

Dear Chair Dela Cruz, Vice Chair Keith-Agaran, and Committee Members, 
 
Hawaii Fish Company (HFC), a family corporation currently celebrating its 42nd 
business anniversary, strongly supports SB2500 which appropriates funds to the 
Hawaii Technology Development Corporation for the Small Business Innovation 
Research program, Manufacturing Assistance Program, and Excelerator Program. 
 
HFC has been awarded ten U.S. Department of Agriculture Small Business 
Innovation Research grants since 1993, bringing in a total of $1,882,295 in Federal 
funds to our small business and the State and to retain and hire three full time 
employees. HTDC�¶s staff support, workshops, and Hawaii SBIR matching grant 
program have been key to our success in obtaining these Federal grant funds and in 
helping us to commercialize our aquaculture technologies and to further our current 
research and development efforts in seafood marketing, aquaculture aeration, and 
aquaponics. 
 
As our aquaculture and aquaponics food production capacity grows, we anticipate 
vertically integrating our business to include value added processing with the 
assistance of HTDC�¶s Manufacturing Assistance Program. This in turn will allow us to 
provide additional rural jobs on the North Shore of Oahu, to continue to grow our 
company, and to increase our contributions to the State�¶s economy. 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to testify in strong support of SB2500 for the 
continuation of HTDC�¶s very important programs. 
 
Sincerely, 
Ron and Estrallta Weidenbach 
Co-Owners/Managers 
Hawaii Fish Company Inc. 
  

 



NEUROBEHAVIORAL RESEARCH, INC. 

 
 
 

27 Ponana Street, Kihei, Hawaii, 96753                                                                                           (808) 298-6335 

 
 

Statement of 
George Fein, Ph.D.  

President and Senior Scientist  
Neurobehavioral Research, Inc.  

before the 
Senate Committee on Ways and Means  

 
Friday, February 28, 2020 

11:05 a.m. 
State Capitol, Conference Room 211 

 
In consideration of 

SB2500 
  RELATING TO HAWAII TECHNOLOGY DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION  

 
Chair Dela Cruz, Vice Chair Keith-Agaran, and Members of the Committee on Ways 

and Means.  
 

Neurobehavioral Research, Inc. (NRI) supports  SB2500 that appropriates funds to 
the Hawaii Technology Development Corporation for the Small Business Innovation Research 
Program, Manufacturing Assistance Program, and Excelerator (Accelerator) Program. 

 
NRI was formed in California in 1999.  In 2005, it relocated to Hawaii.  NRI is a 

neuroscience research company devoted to the study of the effects of aging, drugs and 
disease on brain function and the development of technology to support such studies.  Since 
moving to Hawaii in 2005, NRI has received over 16.5 million dollars in NIH basic and clinical 
neuroscience research funding and in SBIR technology development funding.  Currently, NRI 
is involved in developing novel, cutting-edge treatments for addiction.  We have current NIAAA 
SBIR funding to develop a neurofeedback intervention for alcoholism designed to change the 
tone of brain networks involved in reward processing.  The Hawii Technology Development 
Corporation Small Busingess Innovative Research Program has awarded us a matching grant 
that is essential in putting us in the best position to achieve a 1.6 million dollar Phase II NIH 
grant for a clinical trial of our technology.  If this endeavor is successful, it will generate 2,5 2.5 
Ph.D. level engineering positions for the Phase II grant and may eventually result in a 
manufacturing facility in Hawaii. 

  
Thank you for the opportunity to offer these comments. 
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NEUROBEHAVIORAL RESEARCH, INC.  
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Statement of   
Natasa Petrovic  

Chief Financial Officer  
Adnoviv, Inc.  

before the  
Senate  Committee on Ways and Means  

 
Friday , February  28, 2020 

11:05 a.m. 
State Capitol, Conference Room 211 

 
In consideration of  

SB2500 
RELATING  TO HAWAII TECHNOLOGY DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION  

 
Chair Dela Cruz , Vice Chair Keith -Agaran , and  

Members of the Committee on Ways and Means .  
 

Adnoviv, Inc.  supports SB2500 that appropriates funds to the Hawaii Technology 
Development Corporation (HTDC) for the Small Business Innovation Research 
Program, Manufacturing Assistance Program, and Excelerator (Accelerator) program.  
 
I am the chief financial officer for  Adnoviv, Inc., a Honolulu startup founded in 2013. 
Our company would not be here today if not for the help and support provided by the 
Department of Business, Economic Development, and Tourism (DBEDT) and Hawaii 
Technology Development Corporation ( HTDC). Through the HSBIRÕs Phase I and Phase 
II Matching Grants and the Manufacturing Assistance Program, we were able to bring 
our company from a mere idea to our current position as the startup with five 
employees and a fully developed product.  With HSBIR funding, we expanded our 
workforce and supported our business operations while going through the product 
research and development phase. Through HTDCÕs Manufacturing Assistance Program, 
we were introduced to  the vendor  that now manufactures our  product, TruePODS TM 
(True Presence Occupancy Detection Sensors).   
 
At Adnoviv, we strongly believe that our success leads to the state of HawaiiÕs 
prosperous future as well. Our intelligent occupancy sensors have the potential to 
accelerate HawaiiÕs energ y efficiency efforts and to be a crucial part of our state 
achieving its net zero energy goal by 2045. By financially supporting and promoting 
innovative companies like Adnoviv through programs such as HSBIR Matching Grants 
and Manufacturing Assistance Pro gram, state of Hawaii is investing in its own future, 
while helping local companies train, employ and keep high quality workers. I can 
personally vouch  that the support provided by the DBEDT and HTDC to the local 
businesses direct ly  benefits Hawaii residen ts and the stateÕs economy Ð my own job 
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position was created only after HSBIR Phase II Matching Grant allowed for it s funding . 
Through this form of support in the future, Adnoviv and many other local companies 
will benefit tremendously on their path to suc cess. 
 
On behalf of Adnoviv, Inc., I respectfully request that the committee approves SB 2500. 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to offer these comments.  
  
 Sincerely,  
 

 
 Natasa Petrovic, CFO  
 Adnoviv, Inc.  
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733 Bishop Street, Suite 1200  �x  Honolulu, Hawaii 96813  �x  Phone: (808) 545-4300  �x  Facsimile: (808) 545-4369 

Testimony to the Senate Committee on Ways and Means 
Friday, February 28, 2020 at 11:05 A.M. 

Conference Room 211, State Capitol 
 

RE:  SB 2500, RELATING TO HAWAII TECHNOLOGY DEVELOPMENT 
CORPORATION 

 
Chair Dela Cruz, Vice Chair Keith-Agaran, and Members of the Committee: 
 
 The Chamber of Commerce Hawaii ("The Chamber") supports SB 2500, would provide 
funding for the High Technology Development Corporation (HTDC) and its programs such as the 
Small Business Innovation Research Program (SBIR) and the Manufacturing Assistance Program 
(MAP). 
 
 �d�Z�������Z���u�����Œ���]�•���,���Á���]�]�[�•���o�������]�v�P���•�š���š���Á�]���������µ�•�]�v���•�•�������À�}�������Ç���}�Œ�P���v�]�Ì���š�]�}�v�U��
representing about 2,000+ businesses. Approximately 80% of our members are small 
���µ�•�]�v���•�•���•���Á�]�š�Z���o���•�•���š�Z���v���î�ì�����u�‰�o�}�Ç�����•�X�����•���š�Z�����^�s�}�]�������}�(�����µ�•�]�v���•�•�_���]�v���,���Á���]�]�U���š�Z�����}�Œ�P���v�]�Ì���š�]�}�v��
�Á�}�Œ�l�•���}�v�������Z���o�(���}�(���u���u�����Œ�•�����v�����š�Z�������v�š�]�Œ�������µ�•�]�v���•�•�����}�u�u�µ�v�]�š�Ç���š�}���]�u�‰�Œ�}�À�����š�Z�����•�š���š���[�•��
economic climate and to foster positive action on issues of common concern. 
 
 HTDC has assisted SBIR awarded companies since 1988; as a result, Hawaii companies 
have attracted 20 federal dollars in return to the state plus commercialization funding for every 
state dollar invested through this program. The federal SBIR grant program has continued its 
efforts to move companies through grant awards to commercial product sales, and this bill 
would allow HTDC to continue to provide the necessary support of a commercialization 
assistance program to all phases in the program for local businesses here in Hawaii. 
 
 Continuing to support MAP �]�•�����o�•�}���À�]�š���o���š�}���,�d�����[�•���u�]�•�•�]�}�v�X���d�Z�]�•���‰�Œ�}gram has become a 
positive resource to aid companies with their investments for manufacturing equipment, 
training of their employees on newly purchased equipment, energy efficiency, and feasibility 
studies. We believe that the continuation of this program will help fuel manufacturing in Hawaii 
to grow and provide more products for both local consumption and export, and continued 
funding will help companies in Hawaii to start or grow their operations. 
 

HTDC and its programs actively support and advocate for t�Z�����•�‰�����]�(�]�����v�������•���}�(���,���Á���]�]�[�•��
technology and manufacturing businesses. We have seen a rising demand from local companies 
wanting to manufacture here in Hawaii in order to maintain quality control, as well as an 
�]�v���Œ�����•�]�v�P�������•�]�Œ�����(�}�Œ���Z�D���������]�v���,���Á���]�]�[���‰�Œ�}���µ��ts from consumers globally. HTDC and its 
programs are integral to the growth and success of these companies who seek information and 
guidance on what it takes to succeed in Hawaii. 
 
 Thank you for the opportunity to testify in support of SB 2500. 
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I  

Written Statement of 
Len Higashi  

Acting Executive Director 
Hawaii Technology Development Corporation 

before the 
Senate Committee on Ways and Means  

Friday, February 28, 2020 
11:05 a.m. 

State Capitol, Conference Room 211 
 

In consideration of 
SB2500 

  RELATING TO THE HAWAII TECHNOLOGY DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION.  
 

Chair Dela Cruz, Vice Chair Keith-Agaran, and Members of the Committee. 
 

The Hawaii Technology Development Corporation (HTDC) suppor ts SB2500 that 
appropriates funds to the Hawaii Technology Development Corporation for the small business 
innovation research program, manufacturing assistance program, and excelerator program.  

 
As part of HTDC’s vision to create 80,000 new innovation jobs in Hawaii earning $80,000 or 

more by 2030, HTDC supports initiatives aimed at promoting technology and innovation jobs.  The 
Administrative budget includes $1,000,000 for HTDC’s Hawaii SBIR program, $500,000 for the 
Manufacturing Assistance Program, $300,000 for the Accelerator (excelerator) program, and 
$36,000 for operations.  Last session, these core HTDC programs were appropriated the same 
amounts but only for FY20.  HTDC has administered these programs since 2016.   

HTDC believes, at the very minimum, continuation of our existing programs is essential for 
growing the innovation economy.  The programs have a proven track record and every year there 
are more qualified applicants than available funds. 

For the Hawaii SBIR phase 2/3 program, in FY19, six out of the 12 applications were 
funded.  $4.5 million was requested and $1.425 million was awarded.  The applicants brought 
$11.0 million of Federal SBIR awards into the state.  The reported economic impact of the HSBIR 
program for 2018 was $150 million with 589 jobs in Hawaii. For the MAP program, in FY19, 37 out 
of 69 applicants were funded.  $1.3 million was requested and $898 thousand was awarded.  The 
companies invested $13.5 million.  The reported impact of the MAP program for 2018 was $748 
million with 2,387 jobs in Hawaii.  With the $500k available in FY20,  fewer companies will be 
awarded and the amounts will be lower.  For the accelerator programs, 5 accelerators were funded 
in FY19.  The accelerators were required to provide a minimum of a 1:1 match.  All applicants 
exceeded the minimum requirement.  HTDC comments that FY20 awards for all the programs will 
be made soon.  HTDC believes increased funding for all 3 programs would be appropriate.   

 
Thank you for the opportunity to offer these comments.  
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